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1.- Introduction.
The Viennese Rieger joined the Jesuits in his hometown as a seventeen 
years old kid. He spent the next years (1732-1733) as novice following the 
example of his three years older collaborator, Dillherr, whom he met several 
times in the narrow Mid-European area. In the year 1734, when Rieger began 
his three years of philosophical studies in Graz, Dillherr was there for his last 
year. 
Johann Schöttl studied in Graz ten years after Rieger. Ten years after 
Johann, his relative Gregor Schöttl was there, and somewhat later Gabriel 
Gruber followed Gregor as Graz Jesuit University student. All those mid-
European Jesuits followed the new physics of Croatian Jesuit Rudjer Josip 
Boskovic. Rieger heard his first applied mathematics and engineering lec-
tures in the Karl Tosche’s Graz classroom where Tosche’s popular books 
of geometry and algebra became the basis of Rieger’s later works. Tosche 
already used Copernicus to develop Euclid and Archimedes ideas1, although 
Copernicus was formally accepted in the Jesuit schools only a quarter of cen-
tury later. Tosche and his wealthy students published his examination theses 
(Synopsis) and after them Tosche’s geometry and algebra (Rudimenta) in the 
form of dialogue between Lucilius and Marius on 184 pages with index and 
64 figures in two tables. Tosche also widely published on geography2, chro-
nology3, and even genealogy4 .
In the school year 1737/38 Rieger began the usual Jesuit lecturer’s life-path 
as a lower studies Grammar teacher in the town Passau. Bavarian Passau 
was a part of the Rieger’s Austrian Jesuit province. Between the years 1738-
1740 Rieger moved to Graz to teach humanities and continued the same job 
1 TOSCHE, 1730: 1.
2 TOSCHE, 1725.
3 TOSCHE, 1730b.
4 TOSCHE, 1733; LUKÁCS, 1988: 3: 1723; SOMMERVOGEL, 8: 158; STOEGER, 1855, 3: 1167-1168.
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in Linz in 1740/41. In the year 1741/42 he taught rhetoric in Steyer, where 
he also headed the congregations. After spending five years as a lecturer of 
Jesuits’ lower studies, Rieger was ready to finish his theological studies in 
Graz between the years 1742-1745. He swore his third Jesuit approbation in 
Judenburg in 1746 to become a full professor. In the year 1747 he got his first 
appointment in Gorizia as the vice-head of the seminary, and between the 
years 1748-1761 he was the counselor, confessor, spiritual prefect, professor 
of mathematics, experimental (particular) physics, and architecture in the 
Viennese Theresianum, the very best Habsburg University reserved for the 
old nobility. Rieger established the first Theresianum physics-mathematical-
engineering laboratory to meet the new trends of the Empress Maria Therese 
and her Netherlands official van Swieten. Rieger’s example influenced the 
other school laboratories of Habsburg monarchy, among them the mathemat-
ics professor Bernard Ferdinand Erberg in Ljubljana. Erberg published his 
examination theses bound with Musschenbroek’s physics book in the year 
1754, and somewhat later in Theresianum Rieger published two Latin books 
discussing the civil and military architecture and engineering. 
2.- Rieger’s Military Architecture.
The architecture of Rieger’s times covered a great part of mathematical 
and engineering sciences. Rieger’s first book had 274 pages. He inserted 
fifteen copperplates of the buildings inside the text, and one collection of pic-
tures to conclude his book. Before the textbook Rieger and his student bound 
52 pages of the report of Rieger’s student examination in Theresianum. The 
second book had even 348 folio pages, 20 pictures and 20 added pages of the 
student’s examination entitled “Materia tentamina publici...” Ph. Gütt drew a 
vignette on the title page and several others in the text. After Rieger’s move to 
Madrid in 1762 the Jesuit Benavente published the Spanish translation of both 
Rieger’s architectural works. Rieger spelled his name as Miguel Benavente5, 
but Hell preferred Latin variant Michael Benevento6 .
Two Rieger’s students took care of the Latin publication of his books on 
architecture, which indicates how rich those students were or how wealthy 
patrons supported them. In the year 1756 one of the best and certainly the 
5  RIEGER, 1761: II. 
6  HELL, 1761: 47. 
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wealthiest Rieger’s student Franc Josef Count Plettenberg-Witten published 
Rieger’s civil architecture lectures. He bound the item with his own examina-
tion in physics, history, architecture, law, and moral philosophy. Plettenberg-
Witten studied the second philosophical year called “physics” which fol-
lowed the first year of logic. The young Plettenberg-Witten was a first son of 
the Empress’ relative and therefore used the opportunity to dedicate the item 
to her husband, the Emperor Franc I. His decision was a good mannered cus-
tom of those days. If you dedicated a book to your powerful patron, he was 
pleased enough to pay at last the printing expenses. 
Two years after the publication the Jesuits from Ljubljana College acquired 
the book and bound it in dark brown caw-hide cover on August 9, 1758. In 
the same time Rieger’s Viennese student of physics and history, later the 
famous opera composer Baron János Schilson, published Rieger’s military 
architecture masterpiece. Schilson dedicated the book to the Empress Maria 
Therese and also to Marchioni who was the Moravian Count, and the Belgian 
and Tyrolese Prince. Baron de Schilson certainly used Rieger’s book to please 
his father who was the leading military authority. After the Seven Years 
War Rieger’s works influenced the military reforms of the defeated French 
kingdom which copied the Habsburg artillery know-how to prepare for the 
future wars.
Rieger’s military architecture covered almost all military sciences and 
engineering of his era and not just the fortresses as the modern reader would 
probably expect. The architecture belonged to the most distinguished parts 
of the applied mathematics. The high nobility sons used Rieger’s textbook for 
their three years mathematical and military engineering courses. Rieger based 
his lectures on Wolff’s geometry and the simple mathematics for beginners of 
the Viennese Jesuit professor Erasmus Frölich. He used the geometry of the 
famous Catalonian-French ballistic expert Bernard Forest de Belidor. Johann 
Theodore Bion published Belidor’s book in Vienna and Leipzig in the year 
1745. Twenty years later Bion became the first professor of mathematics in 
the new Viennese Bombardment Corpus, and later Rieger’s Ljubljana student 
Jurij (George) Vega got Bion’s chair. Rieger’s military tactic mostly followed 
the examples of the French Knight Jean Charles Folard, and the mathemati-
cal course of the German Jesuit Gaspar Schott, the student and friend of the 
famous Athanasius Kircher.
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Illustration 1: The title page of Rieger’s military sciences textbook (1758) shows four gun-
ners preparing to open fire. The Imperial Habsburg eagle adorns the top of title page.
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On 140 pages of the first and the longest part of his military architecture 
Rieger described the tactics with arrangement of military forces near the 
fortified castles and battlefields. In the second part Rieger dealt with the 
armament, pyrotechnics, use of military instruments for sieges, and attacks 
on fortified cities. 
Rieger carefully described several historically important battles. He 
put special attention on the arrangement of cannons and reserve units. He 
described the battle for Beograd near the fortress of Petrovaradin which is 
today a suburb of the city of Novi Sad on the left bank of Danube River. Soon 
after Rieger’s birth the Habsburgs won the battle there under the command 
of famous Prince Eugene of Savoy. On August 5, 1716 Eugene’s army lost 
40.000 men, but the Turks had 100.000 casualties, which happened to be a half 
of Ali-Pasha’s army. The decisive event proved to be the unexpected summer 
snow, which confused many Turks because most of them have never seen 
any snow. Rieger described the battle in the time when the Habsburgs rebuilt 
Petrovaradin Fortress on Vauban’s engineering principles to make it “the true 
Gibraltar on Danube River”.
Rieger began the second part of his book with the description of the gun-
powder, which enabled the wide progress of war techniques. He knew pretty 
well that the Chinese invented the gunpowder. Rieger put in the limelight the 
new forms of the gunpowder described in the experimental physics course of 
the London Royal Society President Désaguliers. In 1754 the Ljubljana Jesuit 
College acquired the Désaguliers’ book in the Jesuit Pezenas’ French transla-
tion as a part of the B.F. Erberg’s educational reform.
Rieger liked the engineering aspects of warfare. He described the inner 
diameters (calibers) of weapons, and the missiles, especially bombs exceed-
ing 15 cm of diameter. He carefully described the mortars, which his young 
student J. Vega liked very much. During the Napoleonic Wars Vega became 
the leading European expert for long-range mortars.
Rieger discussed the parts of fixed and movable mortars, and their shoot-
ing angles of inclination. He tried to figure the connection between the gun-
powder explosion’s force and the effective range. The Austrian Succession 
War brought several novelties, which Rieger carefully described, especially 
the howitzers of the Maria Theresa’s great antagonist, the Prussian king 
Frederic II.
Rieger was aware of the heavy fortress guns and the success of the Swedish 
King Gustav’s artillery during the Thirty Years War. Rieger glorified the com-
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mander of the Habsburg artillery, the Field-marshal Prince Liechtenstein. 
Rieger’s military textbook supported the Liechtenstein’s reform on the eve 
of Seven Years War when Frederic the Great had to admit the progress of 
Habsburg artillery, which caught him unprepared on several occasions. 
The students used Rieger’s textbook for more than a century. Rieger dealt 
with the engineering problems of inner ballistics in the modern way. He 
discussed the missiles move from the gunpowder area into the barrel, which 
he divided into hundred sections. He specially praised the French artillerist 
Sébastien-François Bigot de Morogues7. Rieger published the tables of the 
barrel weight, length, inner diameter, missile weights, and effective ranges 
copied from Faludi’s edition of Gabriel Frölich’s work. Baron Erberg had 
Frölich’s book in his Ljubljana library. 
Rieger’s students had to solve many engineering problems and they com-
puted the effective height of missile as a function angle of inclination. They 
used the simplified Galileo and Torricelli’s tables which did not take the air 
resistance into account.
In the third part of his military architecture textbook Rieger described 
the military architecture proper including the structure of fortress walls, 
defense, and siege. For the cavalry and infancy training Rieger recommend-
ed his domestic Viennese Kevenhüller’s (Khevenhüller) textbook because 
Kevenhüller’s military exercises followed the Liechtenstein’s army reforms. 
Rieger based his discussion of fortresses on the Jesuit Andréas Tacquet’s 
examples from Habsburg Low Countries. As most of his contemporaries 
Rieger favored Vauban’s principles.
The student Schilson concluded the book with his examination theses 
defended under his professor of mathematics Rieger, and his professor of 
physics, the Hungarian Jesuit Paul Mako von Kerek-Gede. The physics ques-
tions began with the Newton’s atoms, but also mentioned French Jesuit 
Honorat Fabri’s Cartesian ideas. Rieger and Mako used many French engineer-
ing works, among other the Mariotte’s early research, which paved the way for 
Newton’s physics. Mariotte was a Paris Academy founding member.
Rieger and Mako’s student described Papin’s pressure cooker, Heron’s 
steam engine model, the Florence and Fahrenheit’s thermometers. The 
special (experimental) physics began with astronomy. In that time the 
Council of Cardinals under Boskovic’s influence permitted the free use of 
7  RIEGER, 1758: 187.
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the Copernican ideas, but Rieger and Mako’s student still mentioned the 
Tycho Brahe’s ideas of unmovable Earth to explain the Solar Eclipse. Rieger 
thought that the light scattering and clouds-shaped excrescences caused the 
sunspots, which was one of the ideas borrowed from the previous century. 
Schott’s Roman teacher Kircher researched underground fire, and Rieger 
believed that the moving Earth rarefies the air beneath the surface. The Earth 
poles were shaped in Newton’s way, and Rieger sarcastically described the 
Cartesian opposite opinion as one more Descartes’ error. Rieger and Mako’s 
student finished his exam with the general questions considering the Roman 
history, law, and moral philosophy.
Table 1: 
Rieger and his Jesuit Collaborators, Followers of Boskovic’s Physics in Mid-Europe
Studied phi-
losophy with 
engineering 
courses
Ljubljana 
professor or 
rector 
In 
Theresianum, 
or other 
Viennese 
Colleges (VC)
Published 
about physics 
and related 
fields in
Dillherr (* 1710; † 1778) Graz 1732-1734
1754-69, 1763-
66, 1770-72
VC: 1747-
1749, 1751-
1752
1748, 1749, 
1763
Rieger (* 1714; † 1780) Graz 1734-1736 1772-1773
1748-1761, 
1766
1758, 1761, 
1763
Karl Scherffer (* 1716; 
† 1783)1
Graz 1736-1738 /
VC: 1740- 
1741, 1751-
1773
1752-1753, 
1763, 1775
Joseph Xavier Liesganig 
(* 1719; SJ 1734; † 1799)
Graz 1734-1742 / VC: 1752-1773 1754, 1770
Mako (* 1723/24; † 1793)
Trnava 1745-
1747, Vienna 
1750-1751
/ 1757-1773
1762, 1764, 
1768, 1772
Johann Schöttl (* 1724; 
† 1777)
Graz 1743-1745 1759-1761
1754-1757, 
1762-1763
1761
Gregor Schöttl (* 1732; 
† 1777)
Graz 1751-1755 1768-1777 / 1776
Gabriel Gruber (* 1740; 
† 1805)
Graz 1759-1760 1768-1784 / 1781
Anton Ambschell 
(* 1751; † 1821)
Vienna 1771-
1773
1773-1785 VC: 1785-1804
1779-80, 1791-
93, 1807
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3.- Rieger in Spain.
In early May 1757 the famous Jesuit scientist Boskovic visited the Viennese 
exams of Mako and Rieger’s students and highly praised their knowledge, 
as Boskovic reported to his brother Baro (Bartholomew) in a letter mailed to 
Rome on May 9, 17578. In that time the young Count Plettenberg-Witten was 
a student of third (metaphysics) year and might be among the students who 
pleased Boskovic so much. Next year Boskovic published his masterpiece in 
Vienna. Rieger’s informal teacher, Boskovic, did not directly influence the 
Iberian Peninsula which he never visited. The Spanish Jesuit Gil wrote a lot 
on Boskovic, but only after he left the Iberian Peninsula and the American 
colonies for Foligno, a hundred kilometers north of Rome9. Nonetheless 
Boskovic’s mid-European followers influenced the Spanish engineering, 
especially through the office of Madrid chief cosmographer, which was estab-
lished already in 157110. In 1750 the Bohemian Jesuit Wendlingen took over 
that Madrid chief cosmographer’s office on the recommendation of the king’s 
confessor, the Jesuit Francesco Rávaga. Charles (Carlos) III of Spain sup-
pressed the Jesuit order in Spain and eventually caused Wendlingen’s return 
to Prague. The Bohemians welcomed Wendlingen as their new inspector of 
mathematics and the director of scientific museum11 .
Besides Madrid, the Jesuits chose Barcelona as the other centre for their 
engineering lectures. The Jesuit Cerdá lectured on philosophy in Zaragoza 
(Saragosa, 1747-1750) and Cervera (1750-1753). Afterwards he learned about 
the modern developments of exact sciences with Pezenas in King’s observa-
tory of Marseilles because the Jesuits wanted Cerdá well trained for his 
new Barcelona mathematical chair. The Jesuit Pezenas was the professor of 
Hydrography and the observatory director. He published especially suc-
cessful translations of English technical and mathematical works12, although 
Boskovic criticized some of them in his letter to Conti mailed on October 
14, 176713. Many foreign students visited Pezenas’ Marseilles classrooms. 
Pezenas successfully taught Cerdá who lectured in Barcelonan College for 
8 MARKOVIĆ, 1968: 391.
9 BALDINI, 2006: 426-427; GIL, 1791; GIL, 1798; GIL, 1799.
10 NAVARRO-BROTONS, 2006b: 214.
11 NAVARRO-BROTONS, 2002: 429.
12 BOISTEL, 2003: 232.
13 MARKOVIĆ, 1969: 659, 676; BOSKOVIC, 1980: 226, 267.
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Nobles called Cordelles between the years 1757 and 1765, and later replaced 
Rieger in Madrid Imperial College. Cerdá eventually survived the ill fate of 
Spanish Jesuits in 1767, but he did not publish scientific works after he moved 
to Italy. Cerdá’s mathematical manuscripts (1755) kept among Wendlingen’s 
papers14 show Cerdá as the follower of Benjamin Martin’s Newtonian 
approach. Cerdá translated Martin’s Philosophia Britannica and adapted it for 
Barcelona and Madrid meridians15. Twelve B. Martin’s lectures on Newton’s 
system were popular all around Europe and Chr. H. Wilke translated them to 
German with a foreword of A.G. Kästner16. Martin was a prolific writer and 
the Ljubljana Jesuits also acquired several Martin’s books17 .
Cerdá could have used Copernican view, but he was still careful and did 
not accept all Martin’s Copernican ideas about Venus transit. Cerdá discussed 
the event but actually finished his manuscript several months before the June 
6, 1761 transit18. The Viennese Jesuit Hell didn’t report on Cerdá’s observation 
of the transit. 
Christian Rieger strongly supported Cerdá’s Newtonian approach. In 
1762 Rieger took over the Wendlingen’s post of king’s cosmographer and 
professor of mathematics in Madrid19. In 1764 Rieger wrote eighteen manu-
script volumes of his Madrid lectures including the arithmetic, algebra, 
geometry, astronomy, geography, spherical trigonometry with stereographic 
projections, optics, machinery, chronology, hydrostatics with aerostatics and 
hydraulics, and algorithms of fluxions. In his last volumes Rieger was espe-
cially demanding and asked his students to use Newton’s dot-signs for flux-
ions above the last letters of alphabet to describe the curved motion of point. 
Rieger certainly described Newton’s infinitesimal calculus in very elegant 
way, but Newton’s annotations were somewhat old-fashioned in compari-
son with Leibniz’s ones, which even the English had to admit a generation 
later20. Rieger added the notes to Lacaille’s astronomy and cited Wolff, 
Belidor’s engineering work, Newton, Boskovic, and other modern authors. 
The older researchers ascribed all the manuscript to Cerdá, but Garma-Pons 
and Navarro-Brotons distinguished between Cerdá and Rieger’s part of the 
14 GARMA PONS, 1988: 105.
15 CERDÁ, 1999: VII, XI, 73, 74, 76, 77, 79; MARTIN, 1747.
16 LIND, 1992: 381.
17 MARTIN, 1759; MARTIN, 1766.
18 CERDÁ, 1999: IX, 11, 36.
19 NAVARRO-BROTONS, 2006a: 393-394.
20 GARMA-PONS, 1988: 106, 109.
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manuscript because Rieger used Newton’s denotations and Cerdá preferred 
the Leibniz’ way21 . 
4.- Venus on Spanish Sky.
Until 1765 Rieger was in Madrid where he published his seven-page obser-
vations of the Venus transit over Sun disc on June 6, 176122. The Viennese 
Observatory Director, Slovakian Jesuit Maximilian Hell, organized Rieger’s 
and several dozen other observations including J. Schöttl’s in Ljubljana. The 
Jesuit J. Schöttl collaborated with Rieger as the professor of philosophy in 
Theresianum between the years 1754-1757. In the year 1762 J. Schöttl returned 
to Theresianum, but Rieger just left for Spain. In his Theresianum philosophi-
cal lectures covering basic engineering problems J. Schöttl discussed atoms 
according to Boskovic theory as we read from his student Raigersfeld’s 
notes23. Rieger and J. Schöttl met again in Passau where Rieger was J. Schöttl’s 
rector for a while. 
J. Schöttl studied in the same way as Rieger did before him. J. Schöttl 
joined the Jesuits in Vienna in his 15th year and served as a novice in the 
years 1740 and 1741. In the year 1742 he studied rhetoric in Leoben. After his 
philosophical studies in Graz (1743-1745) he lectured in his native Steyr. In 
the years 1749 he was in Hungarian Sopron 50 km south of Vienna. Between 
the years 1750-1753 he studied theology in Trnava.
Hell published J. Schöttl and Rieger’s observations of the transit of Venus 
in his Viennese Ephemeredes. The Paris Academy24 praised Schöttl’s meas-
urements, which were among the most important astronomical observations 
in Ljubljana. The observers from Habsburg Monarchy collaborated with the 
Parisian astronomers and Cassini joined the measurement of his Viennese 
friends because the Venus transit was not observable in Paris.
21 NAVARRO-BROTONS, 2002: 430.
22 RIEGER, 1761; STOEGER, 1855: 302; SOMMERVOGEL, VI: 1841; Historia Annua, 456-457 
(obituary).
23 RAIGERSFELD, 1763, 10-13, 119, 122.
24 LUKÁCS, 1988, 3: 1499; STOEGER, 1855: 320-321; SOMMERVOGEL, VI: 859.
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Illustration 2 
The beginning of Hell’s report on Spanish observations of Venus transit 
(HELL, 1761, 45).
Illustration 3 
The second page of Hell’s report on Spanish observations of Venus transit with des-
cription of the work of Jesuits Michael Benavente, Antonio Eximenio, and Rieger. 
Eximenio and Benavente used Delisle’s method, Bradley’s English micrometer, and 
six-foot English telescope (HELL, 1761, 46-47).
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Illustration 4
 Rieger’s Madrid observation of the transit of Venus listed with the achievements of 
others under Hell’s supervision (HELL, 1761, 102).
In his Ephemeredes for the year 1761 Hell began the discussion with the 
Kepler, Horrox (Horrocii), and Halley’s theory and notes on older observa-
tion of Venus transits. Hell tabled all the available observations of Venus 
and added the measurements of Jupiter and his satellites emerging from the 
shadow of the Moon. Hell described the observations of Weiss in Trnava, 
Lacaille, Cassini, and E. Zanotti. The Spanish Jesuits Michael Benavente and 
Antonio Eximenio used Delisle’s method, Bradley’s English micrometer, and 
six-foot English telescope, which Dollond probably made in London25. For 
some of their four observations they used 2 foot 10 inches telescope26. Rieger 
concluded his book with the description of Horrox and William Crabtree’s 
observations (December 1639), Hell’s organization27, and discussed several 
observations of the Venus satellites, which were not confirmed later28 .
Hell mentioned “the observations of Rieger, the Spanish King’s mathema-
tician from Vienna, who used Latin translation of the English discussions. 
The English discussions included the computations of Richard Dunthorn and 
25 HELL, 1761: 46-47.
26 RIEGER, 1761: II.
27 RIEGER, 1761: V.
28 RIEGER, 1761: VI-VII.
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Thomas Streete according to Halley’s method. Rieger arranged the method 
for the Viennese meridian”. Hell also described the observations of Delisle, Le 
Gentile, measurements made in Beijing, Macao, Archangelsk, St. Petersburg, 
and Paris. 
5.- Rieger’s Electricity following franklin’s Boot-steps.
In the year 1763 in Madrid Rieger published the Spanish description of his 
experiments with strong electricity forces and thunders. He repeated four-
teen years old experiments of the American Newtonian Benjamin Franklin. 
Franklin’s work caused sharp criticism among the French where Nollet 
favored the theory of electricity with many Cartesian elements. Gruber’s pri-
vate student, the Ljubljana Baron Sigismund Zois, acquired most of Nollet’s 
books for his library, but he also read somewhat strange French translation of 
Priestley’s electricity history and late French translation of Franklin’s works 
(1773)29. Rieger’s description of the modern electricity technology influenced 
Rieger’s student Vega. Vega published Mako’s book with Vega’s theses for his 
final exam in Ljubljana in 1775. Rieger and Mako used the same Boskovic’s 
scientific ideas after they lectured for many years in Theresianum.
Illustration 5 
Rieger’s measurements of the transit of Venus (1761) accomplished with the help of 
the Jesuit Father Zacagnini in the observatory of Madrid College for Nobles in 
Colegio Imperial de la Compañía de Jesús (HELL, 1761, 48-49).
29 ZOIS, 1821: 17, 18, 144.
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Illustration 6 
The detailed description of the Rieger’s Madrid measurement instruments showing 
him as the head of Spanish project under Hell’s supervision (HELL, 1761, 95).
Illustration 7 
The title page of Rieger’s Madrid publication of Venus’ transit observation 
(RIEGER, 1761).
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In the year 1766, just before the expulsion of all Jesuits from Spain, Rieger 
safely returned to the Theresianum and became the librarian and confessor. 
He spent two years (1767-1768) as the minister of the Viennese Jesuit house, 
sanitarian, church prefect, official, and confessor. In that time Rieger was 
ready for the highest offices of the Jesuit Society, which was about to col-
lapse worldwide. After his rector job in Passau (August 14, 1768-September 
29, 1771) and the superior work in Passau College property in Traunkirchen 
near Linz (1772), he took over the rector’s office in Ljubljana on June 11, 1772. 
He replaced the Ljubljana rector, the famous Viennese physicist and engi-
neer Karl Dillherr who became the leader of the Jesuit College in Krems on 
the banks of Danube River. Just a year later on September 29, 1773 the Pope 
suppressed Jesuit order. Rieger was probably afraid of what might have hap-
pened to him in Spain because he suspected that the Ljubljana Jesuits would 
face the similar violence. He was wrong. The Habsburg Jesuits lost just their 
theological chairs and kept most of others, especially the teaching posts 
connected with technology and sciences. Immediately after the suppression 
Rieger returned to Vienna as the professor of canon law and died there six 
years later. Just before he passed away “the German patriot” Rieger described 
his world-view on 166 pages with copperplate included.
6.- conclusion.
Rieger was among the best mid-European Jesuit mathematicians and 
engineers. In Spain he accomplished several publication and manuscripts and 
tried to modernize Jesuit educational methods. Rieger used somewhat old-
fashioned Newton’s infinitesimal calculus denotations, and he left the Iberian 
Peninsula after only few years of work. 
7.- Index of Persons
Bernard Forest de Belidor (Bélidor, * 1693 Catalonia; † September 8, 1761 
Paris).
Thomas Cerdá (Cerdà, * 1715; SJ; † 1791).
Joseph Nicolas Delisle (d’Isle, De L’Isle, * 1688 Paris; † 1768).
Karl Dillherr (* November 2, 1710 Vienna; SJ October 14, 1729 Vienna; † 
December 2, 1778 Stein by Krems).
John Dollond (* 1706; † 1761).
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Richard Dunthorn (* 1711; † 1775).
Bernard Ferdinand Erberg (* May 20, 1718 Ljubljana; SJ October 27, 1734 
Graz; † 1773 Krems).
Prince Eugene of Savoy (* 1663 Paris; † 1736). 
Honorat Fabri (Faber, * April 5, 1606/1607 Virieux le Grand (Ain); SJ 1626 
Avignon; † March 8, 1688 Roma).
Knight Jean Charles Folard (* 1669 Avignon; † 1752 Avignon).
Erasmus Frölich (Fröhloch, * 1700; † 1758).
Josef Hiacint Jean Le Gentile de la Galaiser (* 1725; †1792).
Emanuel Gervais Gil (* 1745 Vilaroya by Tarazona; SJ September 7, 1762; † 
February 14, 1807 Plaisance).
Maximilian Hell (Höll, * May 15, 1720 Schemnitz (Banská tiavnica); SJ October 
18, 1738 Trenčin; † April 14, 1792 Enzerstorf).
Jeremiah Horrox (* 1619; † 1641).
Abraham Gotthelf Kästner (* 1719; † 1800).
Abbé Nicolas Louis de Lacaille (* May 15, 1713 Rumigny; † March 21, 1762 
Paris).
Joseph Wenzel Prince Liechtenstein (* August 10, 1696 Prague; † February 10, 
1772 Vienna).
Paul Mako von Kerek-Gede (* July 9/18, 1723/1724 Jäs-Apath (Jaszapathi) in 
Hungary; SJ October 20, 1741 Eger; † August 19, 1793 Budapest).
Benjamin Martin (* 1704 Worplesdon; † 1782 London).
Sébastien-François Bigot de Morogues (* 1701; † 1781).
Esprit Pezenas (Pézenas, * November 28, 1692 Avignon; SJ; † February 4, 1776 
Avignon).
Mihael Amadej Janez Nepomuk Raigersfeld (Rakovec, * 1744; † 1783).
Christian Rieger (* May 14, 1714 Vienna; SJ October 17, 1731 Vienna; † March 
26, 1780 Vienna).
János Baron Schilson (Johann Baptist, * around 1740; † after 1809). 
Kaspar Schott (Gaspar, * 1608 Königshofen by Würzburg; SJ 1627 Würzburg; 
† 1666 Würzburg).
Gregor Schöttl (* February 14, 1732 Steyr; SJ October 18, 1747 Vienna; † 
November 4/5, 1777 Ljubljana).
Johann Baptist Schöttl (* June 23, 1724 Steyr; SJ October 28, 1739 Vienna; † 
1777).
Thomas Streete (flourished 1621-1689).
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Gerhard van Swieten (* 1700; † 1772).
Karl Toš (Tosche, * November 28, 1687 Novo Mesto; SJ December 10, 1703 
Vienna; † January 26, 1737 Ljubljana). 
Sébastien le Prestre de Vauban (* May 1, 1633 St. Leger de Foucheret in 
Burgundy; † March 30, 1707 Paris).
Baron Jurij Vega (* March 23, 1754 Zagorica; † September 17/26, 1802 Nussdorf 
by Vienna). 
Juan Wendlingen (* 1715; SJ; † 1790).
Franz Joseph Count Plettenberg Wittem (Franciscus, * Around 1738).
Franz Joseph Count Plettenberg-Wittem (* 1713/1714 Münster; † April 20, 
1779 Vienna).
Christian Wolff (* January 24, 1679 Breslau; † April 9, 1754).
8.- Abbreviations and Unpublished Sources
ARS – Archive of Republic Slovenia, Ljubljana. 
ZOIS, Sigmund (1821) Bibliothecae Sigismundi Liberi Baronis de Zois – 
Catalogus, NUK, Manuscript No. 667. 
Historia Annua Collegii Labacensis (1722-1773) NUK. Manuscript No. 1544.
NUK – National & University Library in Ljubljana
RAIGERSFELD, Mihael Amadej Janez Nepomuk (1763) “Annotationes ... 
accomodata ad Compendioria Physicis Patrii Pauli Mako S.J. Michaelis Liberi 
Baronis de Raigersfeld, Philosophia in alterum annum auditor, sub professor 
R.P. Joanne Schottl In Collegio Regio Theresiano, Anno 1763. Supplementa 
ad Compediarium Institutionem Ad Partem Primam…”, ARS, Collection of 
Manuscripts and Land Registers, 149r.
RIEGER, Christian (1763) “Tratado de la arquitectura militar del R. P. M. 
Christiano Rieger, Cosmógrafo Mayor del Consejo de Indias. Dominicus 
Antonius de la Heria scripsit”, Manuscript of Rieger’s mathematical lectures 
began on the year 1761 and finished next year in Madrid, 85 pages, 79 pic-
tures, 21 cm, with tables full of computed numbers, and picture of St. Anton 
of Padua, Madrid, Real Academia de la Historia.
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